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Continuation No. I 
Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of 
the international application in the language in which it was filed. 



Continuation No; V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 4, 6-8, 14-16, 18, 20, 23-25, 29, 31-34, 37-39, 44, 45, 

47,48 YES 

Claims 1-3, 5, 9-13, 17, 19, 21, 22, 26-28, 30, 35, 36, 40-43, 
46 NO 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 4, 6-8, 16, 18, 20, 23-25, 29, 31, 34, 37-39, 44, 45, 
47, 48 YES 

Claims 1-3, 5, 9-15, 17, 19, 21, 22, 26-28, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 
40-43,46 



NO 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-48 

Claims — 



YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Document D1 (US 5 483 756 A) shows a back wall 1 that is firmly joined to a housing 2 of a 
clothes drier in a region of a bearing. The journal 3 has a bearing head 5 which has a 
spherical surface 6. A drum bottom 8 is inverted upward in cuplike fashion in the region of the 
bearing and receives a two-part bearing shell 9. A part 1 1 , constructed in two parts (Fig. 2), of 
the bearing shell 9 covers the cup-shaped indentation of the drum bottom 8. The parts 10 and 
11 each have a respective annular flange 12 and 13, which are joined to each other by 
connecting elements 14. Additionally included in the connection is a cup-shaped slide nng or 
annular disk 15, which is in constant galvanic contact with the contact spring 7 despite the 
rotary motion of the slide ring 1 5. Therefore the subject-matters of claims 1-3, 5, 9-13, 17, la, 
21 , 22, 26-28, 30, 35, 36, 40-43, 46 are not new and do not involve an inventive step. 

Document D2 (US 4 712 940 A) embodies a ball joint 10 which includes grease reservoirs 72 
and 74 The grease reservoir 72 is located between the pilot portion 70 of the plastic bearing 
liner 51 and the ball portion 15 of the ball stud 12. The grease reservoir 74 is an annular 
chamber which extends around the ball stud 12 near the equator of the ball portion 15. A 
plurality of grease grooves 84 are formed on the inner surface of the bearing liner 51. These 
grease grooves provide for a flow of grease between the reservoirs 72 and 74 and between 
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the bearing liner 51 and the ball portion 15 of the ball stud 12. By reason that both documents 
D1 and D2 include ball joints the skilled person would therefore regard it as a normal design 
option to combine the features of documents D1 and D2 to solve the problem posed. Hence, 
the features of claims 14, 15, 32, 33 are shown in combination of documents D1 and D2. The 
subject-matters of claims 14, 15, 32, 33 do not involve an inventive step. 

Document EP 0 344 452 A1 comprises a bearing 4 for a drier with a plastic sleeve 5 housed 
in a support 6 and containing a pivot 7 fixed to the drum 3. 

Document US 3 306 640 A includes a ball and socket joint with a first and a second housing 
16, 18 wherein two bearings 36, 38 are provided. 

In summary it can be ascertained that the subject-matters of claims 4, 6-8, 16, 18, 20, 23-25, 
29 31 34 37-39, 44, 45, 47, 48 are new and involve an inventive step. The subject-matters 
of claims 1-3, 5, 9-13, 17, 19, 21, 22, 26-28, 30, 35, 36, 40-43, 46 are not new and do not 
involve an inventive step. The subject-matter of claims 14, 15, 32, 33 are new but do not 
involve an inventive step. 

Industrial applicability is given. 
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